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James G. Bolles, the Collector, Bolles being my old friend.
I inquired if B. took any such ground as C. or was offens-
ively Radical. D. thought not, perhaps, yet did not know.
I remarked that I would justify no such conduct, that I
hoped and believed B. did not so act, but that if he did and
was a rampant Radical, old friendship could not interpose
to spare him. I would not wish my brother to be retained
in place if a Radical disunionist by either exclusion or
secession, a supporter of Thad Stevens or Robert Toombs,
but B. was no such man.

August 25, Saturday. A great pressure is made from
Maine for changes in the Kittery Navy Yard. No doubt the
men in office there are generally Radicals who have thrust
themselves upon the Department and been crowded for-
ward by partisan friends on the grounds that they were
supporters of the Administration, friends of the Union.
But, being office-seekers of the time-serving class and be-
lieving the Radical Congress controls appointments, they
no longer maintain that position. They are opponents of
the Administration and identified with the exclusionists.
Under these circumstances they are now unwilling to take
from the Executive their own medicine and will be dis-
satisfied if I continue to act on the principle which they
formerly advocated and which helped them to place.

That some changes ought to be made I have no doubt,
but it would not be advisable to go to the extent which the
anti-Radicals urge on the eve of election. I have changed
the storekeeper, removing Wentworth, an active and
proscriptive Radical electioneerer, and appointing Stim-
son, and one or two other changes will soon be made.

Committees (and others) from the Philadelphia Conven-
tion are here pressing changes, and I am glad that some
are effected. There may be abuses in some instances in
these removals and appointments, but it is indispensable
that the Radical cohorts and recruiting partisan office-
holders, who make it their first and gravest duty to assail